
10                   Ideas and Ideals  2020 • Volume 12 • Issue 4, Part 1

                                                                             CONTENTS

FROM THE EDITOR

The pandemic has signi icantly affected various aspects of our lives and 
made the future even more uncertain than it was before. Besides, the speci icity 
of current situation, in contrast, for example, to such national troubles as war or 
natural disaster, is that it does not unite people, but separates them. This is typ-
ical of the epidemics that have been recorded and described in human history, 
starting with the epidemic that broke out in 430 BC in Athens. Of course, over 
two and a half thousand years the situation has changed, but oddly enough (giv-
en the changes that have occurred with human society), the socio-ethical conse-
quences of this phenomenon are typologically very similar. At irst, the search 
starts for the ones who are guilty. However, if earlier these were most often mi-
grants, national minorities, different “helpers of the devil”, now these are spe-
cial services, computer networks of the ifth generation, bankers… Immediately 
it turns out that the epidemic was sent by nature in order to punish certain social 
groups or peoples for their promiscuity. Also governments of different countries 
are certainly target for to be blamed for certain actions, as well as for inactions. 
Of course, human sins are generally to blame as it was millennia ago. In addition, 
prolonged isolation transforms the structure of public relations, replacing per-
sonal communication with the virtual one. It should be taken into account that 
a person who is locked in a virtual space is much more manipulated. Yet in pub-
lic places, everyone you meet can be considered to be a potential threat. Thus, a 
whole cluster of new problems arises, and the task of the complex of social and 
humanitarian sciences is to try to determine the effect of factors that have un-
expectedly entered our lives. The economy naturally came to the fore, since the 
pandemic threatened regular communications, but we can certainly expect seri-
ous consequences in various areas of public life – in medicine, in education, in the 
nature of relationships.

The fourth issue of the journal is published in the context of the second wave 
of coronavirus, which has been more powerful than the irst one. I want to ex-
press my deep gratitude to all who allow us to provide the highest scienti ic lev-
el in any conditions. These are: Bartosh N.Yu., Boyko V.A., Waldman I.A., Deniso-
va T.Yu., Dumnova E.M., Erokhina E.A., Ilinykh S.A., Klistorin V.I., Kuzin V.I., Kai-
gorodov P V., Mikidenko N.L., Nemtsev M.Yu., Panina N.L., Razumov V.I., Rodin 
K.A., Savina T.V., Savchenko D.A., Sidorova T.A., Fil’ T.A., Flakh S.V., Sharov K.S.; and 
among the members of the editorial board and editorial council are Antipov G.A., 
Glinsky V.V., Ivonin Yu.P., Krasilnikov S.A., Kurlenya K.M., Litvintseva G.P., Makaro-
va N.I., Minenko G.N., Rozin V.M., Suprun V.I., Cheshev V.V., Shmat V.V., Shtuden L.L. 
Many thanks for your work and support of our journal.


